
 

 

On-Site Activity                                                                           Grade 7 
 

Starr Family Homestead 
In these suggested activities, students will examine material culture, artifacts, and historic documents to explore 

the Starr family successes in business, land development, and community engagement.  

 

Maplecroft House Tour 

 

During the tour, highlight house appointments, artifacts, and other material culture that give clues to the quality 

of life of Starr family members. Examples might include indoor plumbing, gas lighting, wood stoves, hand-

painted portraits, furniture, books, etc.  

 

When touring the rooms of the governess and the cook’s quarters, ask students to compare and contrast these 

rooms with the Starr family rooms, including appointments, artifacts, and other material culture.  

 

Questions to ask might include: 

 

• How do the Starr family rooms and the artifacts reflect this family’s standing in the community? 

• What can you learn about the Starr family from their possessions? 

• How do the artifacts tell you about the daily lives of both the family members and the house staff? 

• What similarities do you find in both the family rooms and the staff rooms? What differences? How do 

those tell you about the daily lives of the family and staff? 

 

Outdoor Activity: Exploring Lot 52 

 

Distribute the 1899 historic map and the description and map from the 1979 Starr House National Register 

Nomination form. Have students work in pairs or small groups to walk the site grounds looking for differences 

and similarities among the historic resources and the current site. Gather students together at the end of the 

activity to discuss their findings of how the site evolved from its establishment to today. Have them provide 

specific examples of how the Starr homestead has changed over time.   

 

Blake House Activity: Primary Source Timeline  

 

Distribute the Starr Family Timeline and the Activity Resources A-D. Have students examine each document to 

identify where each one fits on the timeline. After all timelines are completed, discuss the answers. Further the 

discussion by asking what other information students learned about the Starr family from studying the 

documents and what questions the documents raised that students would like to investigate further.  



 

 

 

Primary Source Timeline Answer Key 

 

1861:  Image D: Company Muster Roll Confederate Record 

1867: Image B: UV Law Commencement Exercises (James F. Starr’s name is at the top left of the 2nd page) 

1870: Image E: Letter from James F. Starr to his father, July 19, 1870 

1873: Image A: Bank Check Receipt 

1889:  Image F: Letter from James F. Starr to Miss Stone 

1902:  Image C: James F. Starr graver marker 

 

Activity Resource: 1899 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 

Citation: Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Marshall, Harrison County, Texas. Sanborn Map Company, Nov, 1899. Map. 
https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn08643_004/. 

 

 



 

 

 

Activity Resource: 1979 National Register Nomination Form Map 

Citation: “National Register of Historic Places Inventory—Nomination Form: Starr House,” 1979. Heritage Center, Stephen F. Austin State University, 
Nacogdoches, Texas. http://www.sfasu.edu/heritagecenter/images/Maplecrotft_Starr_NR_File.pdf (Accessed 10/31/2018). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Activity Resource: 1979 National Register Nomination Form Description 
Citation: “National Register of Historic Places Inventory—Nomination Form: Starr House,” 1979. Heritage Center, Stephen F. Austin State University, 
Nacogdoches, Texas. http://www.sfasu.edu/heritagecenter/images/Maplecrotft_Starr_NR_File.pdf (Accessed 10/31/2018). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Image A: Bank Check Receipt 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image B: University of Virginia Commencement Exercise Program (page 1) 

 

 

 



 

 

Image B: University of Virginia Commencement Exercise Program (page 2) 

 

 

 



 

 

Image C: James F. Starr grave marker 

 
 



 

 

Image D: Company Muster Roll Confederate Record 

 

 
 



 

 

Image E: James F. Starr letter to his father 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Image F: James F. Starr Letter to Miss Stone 

 

 

 

 
 


